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of all which is below that centre; and is aware thereof
without it being necessary for the person to leave the
physical body, in order that that consciousness may
be in an active and working condition. The waking
consciousness is the normal, daily consciousness, and
may include the physical plane; or physical and astral;
or^ physical, astral, mental; one more when you take
in the buddhic; one more when you take in the atmic;
and provided that the person whose consciousness is
spoken of does not need to leave his active body, his
body of action, in using his consciousness on any
of these planes, does not have to throw the body into
trance in order to be conscious on any or on all of
them, we speak always, then, of that consciousness
as being "his waking consciousness." Some disciples,
for instance, will often include in the waking conscious-
ness the astral, mental, and even buddhic planes; but it
is characteristic of the Master alone that He unites in
His waking consciousness the whole of the five planes
on which our universe is gradually unfolding. So that
we may define the position of the Master, for the
moment, as that of a Person who has reached liberation ;
the meaning of that being that he is living in the Spirit
consciously; that he is in conscious relation to the Monad,
above the atmic plane; his centre of consciousness is
there, and as the result of tke centre of consciousness
being in the Monad, the whole of the five planes become
part of his waking consciousness. As regards the bodies
there is also a difference: the whole of the five bodies
of these planes act for Him as a single body, His body of
action. That does not mean, of course, that He cannot